I Wrote a Great Script… Now What?
If you wrote a script for the WGF Workshop, your story doesn’t stop here. There are countless ways you can continue to be a writer and an advocate for change.

Publish your work online:

· Teen Ink offers teenagers the opportunity to publish their creative work and opinions on the issues that affect their lives – everything from love and family to teen smoking and community service. Hundreds of thousands of students have submitted their work to them and they have published more than 25,000 teens since 1989. www.teenink.com 

· Merlyn’s Pen has produced and supported school programs that promote creativity, critical thinking and writing, and self-acceptance. The New Library of Young Adult Writing showcases compelling works of fiction and nonfiction authored by America’s teens, grades 6-12. To advanced teen writers, the Library is an online resource of successful models to explore, engage, and emulate. www.merlynspen.org 

· Teen Voices Online is the original magazine written by, for and about teen women. Get published! If you’re a girl between the ages of 13-19, you can submit your writing, your art, or a description of your activism for publication in Teen Voices. www.teenvoices.com 

Enter other contests:

· Script Frenzy’s Young Writers Program hosts an annual writing contest that helps participants create scripts for Movies, Plays, TV shows and Graphic Novels. Check out the general info and resources pages for great information! 
Young Writers Program 

· The Alliance for Young Artists and Writers hosts The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. These awards offer early recognition of creative teenagers and scholarship opportunities for graduating high-school seniors. The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards offer creative teenagers: 

· Recognition by local and national professionals in the arts 

· Exhibition and publication opportunities for regional and national audiences; and 

· Scholarships for graduating seniors who present portfolios of art, photography and/or writing. www.artandwriting.org
· Next Step Teen Shout Out Writing Contest: Enter the Shout Out teen writing contest, and you could win $100 and have your writing published in an issue of Next Step Magazine! nextstepmagazine.com 

· Staples Teen Poetry Contest: If you are a teenager who enjoys writing poetry share it with Staples. Submit your best poem to express what you are thinking about and what issues are important to you. www.poetryamerica.com/teen-poetry-contest.asp 

· Scenarios: Scenarios USA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that that uses writing and filmmaking to foster youth leadership, advocacy and self-expression in under-served teens. Scenarios USA asks teens to write about the issues that shape their lives for the annual "What's the REAL DEAL?" writing contest, and thousands have responded with their raw and revealing insights. http://scenariosusa.org/getinvolved/forteens.html - Ernestine@scenariosusa.org or call Ernestine at (866) 414-1044.
Get Involved with Other Great Organizations:

Street Lights

http://www.streetlights.org
The Streetlights Production Assistant Program is a non-profit organization created to promote ethnic diversity on the sets and stages of Hollywood. Streetlights provides free training & job placement for low-income men and women age 20 and over. A Production Assistant is an entry-level job behind the scenes in the motion picture, commercial and television industry. It is an excellent and accepted way to get your foot in the door and learn the ropes. Following six weeks of classroom and paid on-site training, Streetlights provides ongoing mentoring, job placement and career counseling to ensure your long-term success. 

Candidates will undergo a rigorous selection/screening/training process. Qualifying for our program is rigorous. Due to the limited availability of jobs, only the most motivated applicants will gain admittance into class. Applicants must possess a strong work ethic and a team-oriented attitude. Classes are conducted a maximum of four times a year. Applications accepted year round.
Inner-City Filmmakers
http://www.innercityfilmmakers.com/
Inner-City Filmmakers provides free year-round high quality hands-on training and job placement services for diverse disadvantaged youth, ages 17-22, who are high school graduates in Los Angeles. Youth accepted into Inner-City Filmmakers gain artistic, technical, business, and life skills, which successfully prepares them for college, real-life, and entry-level jobs behind-the-scenes in the entertainment industry, where they aspire to build careers but have little access, thus we help reshape their lives and change their futures.
Sally Picow Foundation

http://www.screenstudents.com/
Screenplay Contest – feature length – for high school students only

The foundation's mission is to foster creative growth, critical thinking, and real-world job skills in Los Angeles public high school students.

International Screenwriters Association


Lists lots of screenplay competitions and jobs for screenwriters!

http://networkisa.org/
HOLLYWOOD CPR

http://www.hollywoodcpr.org/
A non-profit that trains teens for work in Art Department and Camera and Editing for the film industry. They can earn college and HS credit, take summer internships or after school programs. In addition to learning the craft in an apprenticeship, they actually film scenes and see the finished product. The best part is that after they finish the program, they are placed in the field.  The program is set up for Emancipated Foster Kids, but I told the director about what WGF was doing and she said she would accept applications from our students too, preferably the low income kids. It's a really tough program that requires a lot of commitment, so it shouldn't be suggested to all, just the ones that rise to the occasion.

Do It Yourself

Making Movies: A Guide for Young Filmmakers

This manual explains the basics of making a movie for the young filmmaker. It covers all of the nuts and bolts, from how to tell a story to the final edit of the film. The Storytelling and Scriptwriting Chapters are excellent resources for educators integrating the Contest into the classroom. Created by The Film Foundation in partnership with the Director's Guild of America.

1. Intro and Table of Contents (PDF) 

2. Storytelling: The Basics (PDF) 

3. Scriptwriting: From Story to Screenplay (PDF) 

4. Directing (PDF) 

5. Art Production (PDF) 

6. Editing (PDF) 

7. Making Your Movie (PDF) 

8. Glossary and Credits (PDF) 

Links for all these sections are found at: http://scenariosusa.org/getinvolved/forteens.html
A Film Contest Just for High School Students:

FUTURE FILMMAKERS SHOWCASE – Film Independent

The Future Filmmakers Showcase, is a curated program of short films made by high school students. "Young voices from across the U.S and around the world candidly explore the world around us all through timely documentaries, offbeat comedies, original music videos, and unique animated stories."

ELIGIBILITY & SUBMISSION PROCESS

· High school films must be works, shot, directed, and produced by high school or secondary school (pre-college) students. Adult supervision must be limited to an advisory capacity only.

· High school films must have been completed after January 1, 2007.

. There is no fee to submit high school shorts. You can submit several high school shorts provided you fill one entry form for each short.

. To submit a film, you have to send an NTSC DVD or VHS copy together with the corresponding entry form.

SCREENING FORMATS (if the film is selected to be part of the Festival)

· If available, high school films should be delivered in a broadcast quality, NTSC video format such as DigiBeta, BetaSP, miniDV, or DV-CAM. If your film is only available in a PAL video version, please contact the Festival.

· High school films in a language other than English must be subtitled in English for Festival presentation.

AWARDS

The Future Filmmaker Showcase: High School Shorts is a non-competitive section at the Festival. Awards are not presented to individual films.

The directors of each of the films in the Future Filmmakers Showcase will be presented with a Certificate of Participation commemorating their accomplishment in having their films selected for the Los Angeles Film Festival. The Certificates will be presented to students in attendance at a ceremony during the Festival and will be sent to students who are unable to attend.

ABOUT THE LOS ANGELES FILM FESTIVAL

The Festival showcases the best of American and international independent cinema and is presented by the Los Angeles Times.

The Festival takes place every summer in Los Angeles’s Westwood Village, with attendance of over 80,000 at its more than 200 screenings.

The Festival is presented by Film Independent, a non-profit membership organization dedicated to supporting independent filmmakers and independent film. Film Independent also presents the annual Independent Spirit Awards. 

Please visit our website www.lafilmfest.com for more information about submitting a film. Our call for entries begins in November and ends around the middle of February every year.
